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or their number, but with the method in
which they are taught.

The art of teaching in India takes no

cognizance of the individual boy or girl.

It is a kind of mechanical process aimed

at filling the scholar's mind and body with

so many facts and figures.   The individual

boy or girl is treated as a kind of clay,

which   the   teacher  is  required  to  shape

after a giv&n pattern, filling it with so much

stuff of a particular stereotyped kind.   The

prevalent idea seems to be that the boys

and girls exist for schools and teachers, and

not the latter for the former.   The teacher

cares more for examinations and discipline

than for the mind and the body of his students.

The aim before him is to finish so many

pages within a given time, and to prove

to the examiner, whenever he comes, that

the boy remembers what he has been taught.

I wonder if there is one among a thousand

teachers in India who thinks, or who has

been told, that the real purpose of education

is to help the child to become a thinking

and an acting person.   Man is an animal.

But he is a thinking animal.   The broad

aim of education is to help him to become a

thinking man.   Life is mostly thinking and

acting.    Reading   and   writing   ate   only